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Dear Friends, 

While this time of  year is usually focused on gift giving and helping others, there are really 
no words to describe what an experience it is to hear from the families in shelter that they 
feel safe. For many, it’s the very first time.

This is the extraordinary gift that you give through your time, donations, and generosity. 
A gift that continues all year long as families heal from domestic violence and continue 
to move forward. It is much more than just safe shelter that you provide, which is key for 
so many, but it is also about wrapping them in services. Services like therapy that help 
survivors progress through the pain and begin to heal. Services provided through our case managers who help 
with job skills, financial planning, or legal proceedings. Or services like the Children’s Program, meeting the healing 
needs of  hundreds of  kids each year. 

These are the gifts you give. It is during this time of  year that we always look back and feel incredibly thankful 
for our friends and supporters. You have allowed the survivors we serve to also have a happy and safe year full of  
healing. Thank you. 

Happy Holidays,

Susan Miller

P.S. Our 24/7 help line is (816) 861-6100. 
Free. Confidential. Rose Brooks is here.

Why We Do What We Do

A Message From the CEO

Not unlike others who have a created a vision board to help maintain focus on a goal, Rose Brooks Center uses a 
vision statement to lead the efforts of  our program work. Our vision statement supports the change we wish to 
see as a result of  the work we do and states, "Rose Brooks Center envisions a world free of  violence." It  
continues on to explain how: “We will serve as a leader of  innovative comprehensive family violence services, 

sharing our legacy of  hope through advocacy, education, and 
empowerment.”

The bottom line is Rose Brooks Center is about saving lives. The 
lives of  thousands who simply need more people on their side,  
advocating on their behalf  and restoring hope. It is what fuels our  
desire to bring accessible programs and services to those who need 
them most - victims and survivors of  domestic violence. 

Each year, Rose Brooks Center reaches over 14,000 individuals and 
pets, and while we dream of  a day when our services are no longer 
needed, we count it a privilege to still be here providing safe futures for 
adults, children, and pets. 

To read more about our mission, vision, and services, please visit us  
online at www.rosebrooks.org/about-rosebrooks/overview.



The Children’s Program 

Join us for an exciting evening with a performance 
by Tony Award Nominee, Megan Hilty! Megan 
made her Broadway debut as “Glenda” in  
Wicked, and soon shot to stardom with more roles on Broadway,  
including 9 to 5: The Musical and Noises Off. We hope to see you there! 

Throughout its 33-year history, Cabaret has helped Rose Brooks  
Center provide care for more than 300,000 adults, children, and their 
pets. We thank everyone for their kind and generous support, as 
Cabaret’s long-standing and life-saving tradition continues. 

To learn more: www.rosebrooks.org/cabaret or contact  
Kerry Schmittling at kerrys@rosebrooks.org, 816.605.7112.

The Stage is Set! HiltyMegan

One of  the very first programs that Rose Brooks Center established since  
opening its shelter in 1979 was the Children’s Program. Created in 1980, the 
program sought to help address the incredible emotional needs of  those also 
impacted by domestic violence - the children. 

Still today, the Children’s Program is a significant part of  Rose Brooks’  
mission, as we work to break the cycle of  domestic violence. “What most 
people do not realize is at any given time approximately 40% of  all of  our 
100 residents are children under the age of  seventeen,” explains Scott 
Mason, Director of  Marketing at Rose Brooks Center. It is for this reason 
that we provide a wide variety of  services to not only support their  
emotional healing, but to decrease the likelihood that the cycle of  domestic 
violence would continue. 

The impact of  the Children’s Program also extends to the parents. Rose Brooks Case Managers help parents 
with safety planning and connecting with community resources to meet their children’s basic needs, school 
enrollment, health care, nutrition, and clothing. As a matter of  fact, 95% of  the parents living in shelter with 
their children can identify ways to support their child’s healing once engaged in services. This is breaking 
the cycle! 

“What I want people to know is that living in a domestic violence 
relationship can be such a lonely place to live, and it kept me and 
my daughter from growing. I want people to realize there is hope 
and there is help. Working with Rose Brooks helped me and my  
daughter to both dream about our futures.” - Jennifer 



Questions about giving?
In order to complete a qualified charitable distribution for 2019, please contact Marla Svoboda, 
Chief  Development Officer, at 816-605-7110, or marla@rosebrooks.org.

New, unwrapped gifts are collected at the Holiday Store and given directly to the  
families receiving services - helping them create a special holiday season, with a bright, safe future.

Save-The-Date
December 2 - 17

Mon thru Sat: 10am to 8pm
Sun, 12/8: Noon to 5:30pm

Sun, 12/15: 11am to 7pm
Tues, 12/17: 10am to 6pm

Gifts of Warmth

• Children’s Coats/Hats/Gloves
• Women’s Coats 
• Socks and Underwear 
• Blankets, Sheets, and Pillows

Gifts of Peace can save lives all year long.

The Holiday Store 
Inside Ward Parkway Center
8600 Ward Pkwy
Kansas City, MO 64114

Increase Your Impact With IRAs
The IRA Charitable Rollover has been permanently extended! This is great news for those with required  
minimum distributions (RMD). This allows you to make tax free gifts totaling up to $100,000 from traditional 
IRA accounts when directly rolled over to a qualified charity.  

If  you are age 70 ½, consider making a gift to Rose Brooks Center and avoid the tax! If  you are younger, you can 
still easily name Rose Brooks as a full or partial beneficiary.  

While you cannot claim a charitable deduction for IRA gifts, it does count towards your minimum distribution 
and does not trigger income tax. Please also know that your year-end support provides hope and changes lives. 
What a meaningful way to end 2019!

P. S. Rose Brooks also accepts grants from your Donor Advised Fund, 
appreciated stocks and bonds. Great ways to give without writing a check!

Wish List
Gifts for Her

• Visa Gift Cards 
• Women’s Slippers 
• Curling Irons/Blow Dryers 
• Bath Gel/Body Lotion Sets

Gifts for Children and Teens

• Target, Wal-Mart, Amazon gift cards
• Movie Passes 
• Non-violent Toys
• Sports Equipment

Socialize with us.
www.rosebrooks.org

Visit the “giving tree” inside the Holiday Store, select an ornament with an 
amount, and make a lasting impact on the lives of  

every adult, child, and pet we serve.

For more information and gift-giving options: www.rosebrooks.org/holiday-store


