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Sometimes, They Save Us

If you have been to an airport within the last year, you may have
noticed something new. Many people are traveling with their pets.
That pet is most likely an Emotional Support Animal, something our
pet shelter program coordinator, Zoe Agnew-Svoboda, sees
frequently. An Emotional Support Animal is an individual’s pet that
has been prescribed by their doctor as part of their treatment plan
for a mental health diagnosis. The Emotional Support Animals
Rose Brooks Center sees are most often used to treat anxiety,
depression, and Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) due to the
A message from
trauma of domestic violence.
Susan Miller, CEO
Trauma from domestic violence can affect our mental health, and
animals can be a great way to combat those effects. Zoe explains, “Many of Rose Brooks Center’s resident pet
owners seek out their pet when they feel a panic attack coming on. Our staff also use the individual’s pet as a tool
during therapy or when offering support.”
Today, because of our on-site pet shelter, PAWS Place, Rose Brooks Center continues to welcome beloved family
pets. One survivor looks back on her decision to come to PAWS Place for safety: “My dog is a big part of my family,
and is my emotional support system. It’s hard to put into words, but animals heal you. If it weren’t for PAWS Place, I
wouldn’t have come to Rose Brooks. My dog would have stayed chained up with my abuser.” The therapeutic
benefits pets have on abuse survivors are abundantly clear, and the more we learn about animals, the more we
understand that sometimes, they save us too.
To Learn More: www.Rose Brooks.org/Services/Pet-Shelter

Thank you Bayer Animal Health, Rose Brooks Center’s Champions for Pets,
for the continued support of PAWS Place through pet care donations and funding.

A Safety Plan Is Key
Why doesn’t she
just leave?!
Because it is extremely
difficult to leave an abusive person.
Leaving is the most dangerous time
for a survivor and their children.

Stories Help Us Understand Why

Stories of survivors in an abusive relationship help us understand
the complex dynamics of why surivivors stay.
Michelle’s story
“I talked myself into believing it wasn’t a serious problem and
no relationship was perfect.”
Christine’s story
“By the time I was finally able to leave, I had been with Susan
for 30 years. Our friends had become our family. I lost some of
my friends when I left, but I was happy and free of the abuse.”
Marie’s story
“Over the years I tried to leave a number of times. As the
children got older, Daniel would convince them that he couldn’t
cope on his own and they would beg me to stay. When I finally
left Daniel, I had endured years of outbursts and extreme
violence. With the help of Rose Brooks Center I was able to get
support, and explain the abuse to my children.”

A survivor may fear what his/her
partner will do if they leave. They know that
staying is the safest thing to do, until a plan
can be figured out. In 2016, Rose Brooks
Center safety planned with 9,464 individuals
who called the hotline, 1,004 hospital patients,
and thousands more in the community. We also trained community partners like KCPD, hospital professionals,
and volunteers to safety plan with countless more. We do this because we know leaving is the most dangerous
time for those in an abusive relationship. To download a Safety Plan: www.RoseBrooks.org/contact/receive-help

Now, More Than Ever
5,308 domestic violence incidents were reported

in Kansas City in 2016.
Kansas City ranks 1st among cities in the state for
the number of DV incidents.

kansas city

This number is more than double that of the city
with the 2nd highest incident rate - St. Louis - with a
total of 2,412 incidents.

st. louis

As we see record numbers of victims who are in need of care, we understand the need for our community
partners - and you. By educating community partners and changing the way they respond to survivors
of domestic violence, thousands of lives are saved each year. But our work is not done. Now, more than
ever, survivors are reaching out for our services! As the largest provider of domestic violence services in
the state of Missouri, we will continue collaborating, connecting survivors to life-saving services, and educating our communities. Please consider contributing to our mission today, as we envision a world without
violence. Learn More: www.RoseBrooks.org

Corporate Champions

Thank you, for making a special commitment to ending the cycle of domestic violence.

ChampionsforChange
www.dstsystems.com

Championsforempowerment
www.allstate.com

Championsforpets

To Learn More: www.rosebrooks.org/how-to-help/become-a-partner

www.bayer.com

Together, We Can Do More

For a few dollars a month
we can accomplish so much more.

Together.
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Every day, over 100
women and children, with
their pets, call our shelter home.
And every day, we help them heal. As we look to tomorrow, we
know there will be more families who need safety and healing,
and we respectfully offer you a way to help Rose Brooks Center
be there for those who need us. Rose Brooks Center’s monthly
giving program is called “Life Savers.” For a few dollars a month,
you can make a purposeful impact on the lives of thousands of
families by helping sustain the services that saved their lives.
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Below are just a few life-changing examples.
For $10 a month, you will provide a week of
hot, nutritious meals for a woman or child.

For $39 a month, you can be a
“Legacy Life Saver” and help celebrate all
we’ve accomplished in our 39-year history!
This gift will provide in-school violence
prevention services for 25 children.
For $100 a month, you will provide a month
of safety for a dog or cat escaping violence
with their families.

We invite you to learn more: www.RoseBrooks.org/LifeSaver or Katy McCoy at 816.605.7114 - katym@rosebrooks.org

30 years of
CABARET

Amy Grant and Vince Gill captivated
guests with stories, humor, and heart.

746,600 safe nights of emergency shelter
30 years of legendary entertainment
1 community’s commitment to ending violence
A very special
thank you to our
Presenting Partner

Guests and sponsors helped raise

over 1,000,000 life-saving dollars for
Rose Brooks Center.

Safe Futures Partners
Jennifer Gille Bacon and Bud Bacon
DeBruce Foundation Fund
Sherry and Gary Forsee
Shirley and Barnett Helzberg
Diane Johnson
Tom and Jean McDonnell

Michael and Marlys Haverty Family Foundation
Muriel McBrien Kauffman Foundation
Jenny Pritchard
John and Marny Sherman
Sheryl and Rodney Turner

Keeping Families Safe Partners
Collen Dougherty and Joseph Euteneuer
Don Hall
The Illig Family Foundation

Safer Community Partners
Atterbury Family Foundation
Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation
John and Patty Lathrop
Fred and Jami Pryor

Sherry and Gary Forsee, Event Chairs
With Amy Grant and Vince Gill (center)
Shirley Bush Helzberg
Honorary Chair

save
the
date
Tickets Start at $125!

Casino and
Auction Night

Saturday, October 14, 2017

Sheraton Overland Park

Learn More:
www.RoseBrooks.org/Casino or Sarah Crowell at sarahc@rosebrooks.org, 816-605-7112
Socialize with Rose Brooks Center
www.RoseBrooks.org

