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Dear Friends, 
   
Here we are again at the end of  another year and we are reminded how much can
happen in a single year’s time. Just like the rest of  the world, we at Rose Brooks Center
continue to adapt to change and prepare for expected challenges. Because of  this, it is
impossible not to reflect on those we serve and their ability to navigate the complexities
of  what is required of  them to be free from domestic violence.

For survivors, safety can mean many things. It can be a safety plan that helps them think 
through risks and the support available to them. It can mean having a Rose Brooks 
advocate by your side in court so you don’t have to face your abuser alone. For many survivors it means 
immediate safety behind the gates of  Rose Brooks Center’s emergency shelter. Survivors’ hopes and dreams of  
a safe future are fulfilled through long-term housing and economic stability. All of  these resources are a reality 
because of  our friends, volunteers, and supporters who stand alongside us all year long.

We anticipate survivors will face significant challenges in the coming year and will need your support more than 
ever. Thank you all for the gifts of  safety you provide each and every day to survivors and their families. With 
your help -- and your voices -- survivors of  domestic violence will have a bright and safe future, and we 
can make our vision of  a world without violence a reality, for everyone.

With a grateful heart,

Lisa Fleming, CEO

When a Community Joins Together 

A Message From the CEO

Rose Brooks is here. 
Our 24-hour help line is
816.861.6100.

Rose Brooks Center helps adults, children and their pets 
escape and overcome life-threatening abuse by providing 
emergency shelter, advocacy, and community programming. 
For 43 years, Rose Brooks Center has provided safety and 
supportive services to hundreds of  thousands of  individuals, 
as we continue to offer programs that remove barriers for 
those seeking help throughout the community. 

We thank you for supporting our mission of  breaking the 
cycle of  domestic violence so that individuals and families 
can live free of  abuse. We believe that violence can only be 
eliminated when a community joins together and commits to 
change.

We stand for a world without violence, and thank you for 
standing with us as partners too. 

Visit our 2020 annual report to see the impact of  your work: www.inbloom.rosebrooks.org/annual-report-2020



You Don’t Have To Do This Alone 
Appearing in court can be a scary or intimidating experience for any-
one. Now consider victims and survivors, who after escaping their 
violent relationship, may have to face their abuser in court. The same 
is true for victims who are trying to understand police report filings. 
It all can feel overwhelming to navigate it alone.

On the cover of  Rose Brooks Center’s new Court and Police 
Advocacy Services brochure it states,“You don’t have to do this alone, 
Rose Brooks is here.”  Inside it outlines each and every advocacy 
service in detail and reminds survivors that they have the option to 
speak with a Rose Brooks advocate to not only serve as a liaison, but 
to help prepare and know exactly what to expect. 

One client explained the value of  a court advocate like this:
“The case was confusing because it was in city and then it got 
sent to state. My abuser was given probation and the case 
took over a year. If  it weren’t for my Rose Brooks advocate, I 
would have been totally lost. But now I feel safe... and free.” 

To read more about the Court and Police Advocacy programs and to 
view this new brochure, visit our newsletter online at: 
www.inbloom.rosebrooks.org/you-dont-have-to-do-this-alone/

CABARET35th
Sunday, March 6, 2022
Loews Hotel KC + Virtual Event!

Learn more at rosebrooks.org/cabaret or contact Kerry Schmittling at kerrys@rosebrooks.org, 816.605.7112.

2022 entertainment coming soon! Virtual tickets start at $150.

Cabaret, in its 35th year, is Rose Brooks Center’s longest running and most successful event. Each year 
Cabaret is an important part of  our capacity to provide care to survivors, and this year is certainly no different. 
This March we are hoping to have everyone back in the ballroom to celebrate together, but rest assured you can 
attend in-person or virtually if  you prefer. We will also be keeping a close eye on the ever changing global 
health crisis.

Patti  Lupone -  2021

35 YEARS OF SAVING LIVES
with 35 years of  entertainment.



December 4 - 14
Mon to Sat: 10am to 7pm

Sundays: Mall hours

The Holiday Store 
Inside Ward Parkway Center
8600 Ward Pkwy, Kansas City, MO 64114

End-of-Year Gifts Help All Year Long
Did you know that 30-40% of  all monetary donations to Rose Brooks 
Center are received in just the last two months of  the year? It’s true! 
These gifts create a substantial impact and help provide safety all 
year long. This holiday season, these donations are especially 
important as we strive to meet the increased needs of  domestic 
violence survivors and manage federal funding cuts.

There are a variety of  ways to provide safety through end-of-year 
giving: appreciated stock, qualified charitable distributions (QCDs), 
an online donation, or by writing a check. You can also volunteer or 
remember Rose Brooks Center in your planned giving [see a free way 
to write a legal will below]! And remember, if  you have ANY Missouri 
tax liability, Domestic Violence Tax Credits are available when you donate to Rose Brooks Center. The tax 
credit application is simple and we are happy to help. 

Socialize with us.
www.rosebrooks.org

Visit the “giving tree” inside The Holiday Store to help fund items such as baby formula for a newborn 
and a pet’s first week of  shelter. Or give online today and designate your gift for the Holiday Store.

 Donate at www.rosebrooks.org/how-to-help/donate.

For more information about our wish list or to volunteer: www.rosebrooks.org/holiday-store

Please visit our website for more information, or contact Marla Svoboda, 
Chief  Development Officer, with any questions about gifts at marla@rosebrooks.org

New unwrapped gifts are collected and provided directly to the families receiving services at 
Rose Brooks Center. Give the gift of  safety, healing, and happiness at The Holiday Store.

Gifts of Peace will also save lives.

Get peace of  mind by updating or creating your legal will, all for FREE. 
Rose Brooks Center is sharing this tool as a way to protect your family, 
pets, and assets on your own terms. While creating your plans, you’ll be 
asked if  you want to include a legacy gift to Rose Brooks. Please know that 
this gift is completely optional. Visit www.freewill.com/rosebrooks 

FreeWill.com


