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Remembering 35 Years

Home Sweet Home, A Success Story

Joy decided to leave her abusive husband after he broke her ribs and
gave her two black eyes while pregnant with their second son. With the
help of the Rose Brooks Housing staff , she and her two boys, Daniel
and newborn son Nicholas, moved into their own apartment.

35 years ago, there weren’t shelters for women and children escaping violent
homes. Even the term “domestic violence” was only a few years old. Yet,
already in our community there were individuals who wanted to create a safe
place for women and families who wanted to leave behind a life of violence.
With almost no funding, relying on volunteers and in-kind donations, they
began Rose Brooks Center.
This year marks the 35th anniversary of Rose Brooks Center
serving the Kansas City community. I have had the privilege of acting as CEO
for half of those 35 years and I am so proud of how this agency has continued
A message from
to grow and evolve. Each and every day I am amazed by the strength and
Susan Miller, CEO
spirit of the women and children we serve; the skill and dedication of our staff
and volunteers; and the generosity of our supporters. Thanks to you, there is
a safe place for women, children, and pets escaping violent homes and we are working together as a
community to end the cycle of violence.
We have a come a long way in 35 years, as the timeline below shows, and I’m excited to see what the
next 35 years brings.
Sincerely,

P.S. We could not have done this without you, our
donors and community partners. Thank you!

They were happy to finally have their own home free from abuse, but
now Joy was faced with supporting her family with one income. While
pregnant with Nicholas, she had struggled to make ends meet by
working multiple waitress jobs, but she was frequently harassed at work
by customers, so returning to waitressing was not an option.
Unsure what to do next, Joy met with the Employment Advocate to talk about her interests and quickly
discovered her passion – to work in the healthcare field and help other people. Excited to start her new life
and career, Joy worked with her Advocate to research scholarship opportunities to assist with the financial
burden of school and was able to get half of her education expenses covered. Shortly thereafter she enrolled
in vocational training program to become a Pharmaceutical Technician.
Two years later, Joy graduated from the job training program in the top of her class. Within just two weeks
of graduating, she was hired at one of Kansas City’s top hospitals as a Pharmaceutical Technician,
quadrupling her income. She still lives with her two boys in the same apartment she moved into with the help
of Rose Brooks Center and now she is able to afford it on her own. Thanks to the Housing and Economic
Empowerment programs at Rose Brooks Center, Joy was able to create a new home for her family free from
violence.

The 35 Year History of
1991 - Transitional
Housing began with
9 homes

1985 - Moved to
new 35-bed shelter
1979 - Opened first
shelter with 19 Beds

1980 - Expanded
Children’s Program
1978 - Rose Brooks Center
(RBC) Established

1987 - 1st National
Domestic Violence
Awareness Month

1995 - Shelter Expanded
to 50 beds
1993 - Adult and
Children Therapy
began

1992 - Project
SAFE began in 2
schools
1990 - Hired first
substance abuse
counselor

1997 - Began outreach
therapy services

1996 - RBC had
a $1.1 Million
budget and 29
employees
1994 - Violence
Against Woman Act
(VAWA) passed

1999 - Construction
began on new facility

1998 - began $9
Million Capital
Campaign for a
new facility and
the Bridge Hospital
Program began

2007 - MCADSV
2003 - Transitional
selected RBC as a pilot
Housing received a
site for the Shelter Rules
national Best Practice
Project
2001 - Moved to our Award
2005 - Published the
new 40,000 square foot
2009 - Lethality Assessment
Equal Access Manual
facility with 75 beds
Program began

2002 - Bridge
Hospital Advocacy
Program led
community
expansion to 24
hospitals and clinics

2006 - Received 1st
Grants to Encourage
Arrest
2004 - RBC received
the Oprah’s Angel
Network Award
and began Wellness
Program

2013- RBC had a $5
Million-plus budget
and over 90 employees

2012 - The new Hope Wing
and Paws Place Pet Shelter
opened

Save the Date

Casino and Auction Night 2014!
Saturday, October 11th

Special Thanks to our Sponsors for making Cabaret
2014, featuring Jane Krakowski such a success!
Presenting Sponsor
DST Systems, Inc.

Premiere Partners
Joe Euteneuer and Colleen Dougherty
John and Marny Sherman
Sprint
Verizon Wireless
Encore Partners
Bank of America-Merrill Lynch
Bayer
Cereal Food Processors, Inc.
Ericsson
Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation
Jerry and Rose Hellebusch
KPMG LLP/John Lathrop
Research Medical Center
RHGM/Phil Greenfield
Citi
J.P. Morgan
Americo Life, Inc.

THANK YOU,
KANSAS CITY!
Socialize with Rose Brooks Center
www.RoseBrooks.org

Marquee Partners
Alpine Litho-Graphics
Bank of Kansas City
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas City
Brewed Behavior
Herb and Bonnie Buchbinder
Crestwood
Jennifer Day
Deloitte, LLP
Gary and Sherry Forsee
Hallmark Corporate Foundation
Harrah’s North Kansas City
Kansas City Power & Light
PricewaterHouseCoopers LLP
Sheryl Turner
US Bank

