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Going Above and Beyond
I am often asked by volunteers, advocates, and donors what sets Rose Brooks
Center apart; why do we deserve your support when there are so many worthy
causes out there?
The truth is, I believe there are a great many things that set us apart. We provide safe
shelter and lifesaving services for women and children, in a barrier-free environment
that allows them to have choice and voice in their healing. We are always looking
to provide new services to our residents, like the Paws Place Pet Shelter and the
SafeCARE Clinic, to further wrap our arms around the women and families we serve.
We truly meet our clients and residents where they are. We are in the community,
through the Bridge Hospital Program, the Lethality Assessment Program, and Project
SAFE, helping to change how our community responds to violence.

A message from
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Moreover, we do all of this while holding ourselves to the highest standards of fiscal responsibility and
transparency, making sure that your gifts and donations are well spent. Because of this fact, for the second
year in a row Rose Brooks Center was named a “Four Star Charity” by Charity Navigator (charitynavigator.org).
Charity Navigator reviews the Financial Health and Accountability & Transparency of over 7,000 charities each
year “to show givers how efficiently we believe a charity will use their support today, how well it has sustained its
programs and services over time and their level of commitment to being accountable and transparent.” Only 19%
of charities receive this coveted “Four Star” rating two years in a row, so we are proud to share with you that we
are once again a “Four Star” Charity!
What really set us apart, though, is you. Rose Brooks Center is so fortunate to have incredible supporters and
advocates like you. We wouldn’t be able to achieve any of this without your generosity and passion. Thank you
for setting Rose Brooks Center apart as we celebrate and commemorate 35 years of serving the Kansas City
community!

S.P.E.A.K. U.P.
As another school year came to an end, a group of students at Central
Academy of Excellence came together to present
S.P.E.A.K. U.P. - Students Promoting Engagement, Action,
Knowledge, Unity, and Peace - to their classmates. This student led
presentation was the culmination of an incredible extension of
Rose Brooks Center’s Project SAFE that was made possible by
Jackson County COMBAT.
The presentation was the culmination of a year-long community,
school, and personal anti-violence program that works to mobilize
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students to take action. The program’s motto is "No one has to do
everything, but everyone has to do something" and trains the everyday student on how to take an effective stand
against the violence they witness in their communities, schools, and homes.
The students shared a lot of stories and facts, including this call to action: “Nearly every person in this room can say
that they would want their school, communities and homes to be free of violence. Nearly everyone in this room can
say that if they have children they would not want their kids to grow up in a world fearing violence. I say to you today
that we can make it happen. I challenge you, to be the change that you want to see in the world.”

Do You Feel Safe At Home?
If you have visited the doctor recently, you may have been asked this question as part of your examination. Domestic
violence affects one-third of women worldwide, according the World Health Organization, yet many of these women
are not getting the help they need. In order to help identify more victims of domestic violence and connect them with
services, the Affordable Healthcare Act has called for universal domestic violence screenings to become a routine part
of doctor visits.
Now along with being asked about your family medical history and whether you’re allergic to any medications, nurses
and physicians are asking “Do you feel safe at home?”
This questioned has been asked when there are outward signs of abuse present, like bruises and black eyes, but
there are so many other signs and symptoms that are less obvious. “The most common presentation of intimate
partner violence is not a woman with black eye or a neglected child,” says Dr. Denise M. Dowd, Pediatric Emergency
Medicine, Children’s Mercy Hospital & Clinics. “Most commonly everything appears “normal”; nothing is said;
there are no concerning signs or symptoms. Intimate Partner Violence doesn’t discriminate; it occurs in all races,
educational levels, and socioeconomic groups. This is why we MUST ask everyone.”
But for Universal Screening to be truly effective, medical professionals must be trained on the correct way to ask and
know what to do when someone comes forward. That’s why, for the last sixteen years, the Bridge Hospital Program
has been there as a resource for metro hospitals and clinics. Through Bridge, over 40,000 medical professionals
have been trained how best to ask patients about domestic violence. This includes issues from what questions to
ask and how to ask them; to what to do if their partner refuses to leave the exam room. Additionally, if someone does
come forward, they can call our 24/7 Bridge Hotline and a Bridge Advocate can be there within thirty minutes be
a supportive listener and to discuss domestic violence education, safety planning, legal services, and emergency
shelter. Bridge Adocates touch the lives of over 1,100 patients each year.
Through the Bridge Hospital Program, medical professionals not only know how to correctly screen for domestic
violence, they can connect their patients to the services and support they need.

Unique Gifts to Rose Brooks Center
In the past few weeks we have received two unique gifts from some of our supporters.
A Bridge Volunteer brought her church together to gather new women’s underwear and
the employees at FedEx Ground collected dog food, treats, and toys.
Women and children often come to Rose Brooks Center with nothing, so our job is to
make sure they have all of the household and personal care items that they need for
day-to-day life. This includes socks, underwear, toothpaste, deodorant, sheets, pillows,
and other essential items. The pets living in our pet shelter need food, treats, and toys
for their stay in Paws or Purr Place. Your company, church, scout troop, or book club
can help us provide these essentials through an In-Kind Donation Drive in your office.
It’s a great way to get involved in the mission of Rose Brooks Center.

For more information about In-Kind Donation Drives,
please contact Katy McCoy at kathleenm@rosebrooks.org
or 816.523.5550 ext 446.

“When I first came to Rose Brooks Center, I worried that my kids would
be sad or scared living in a place with so many strangers. But everyone is
so loving and friendly that all of us quickly felt at home here. Not only are
we getting the help we need to heal and move on, but my kids have found
plenty of friends here. It’s so wonderful to see them laughing and playing
again.”
– Kelli, a resident of Rose Brooks Center
For 35 years, you have made stories like Kelli’s possible. If you’d like to
make a gift to support our lifesaving services, please use the enclosed
envelope or visit www.rosebrooks.org/help
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Casino and Auction Night is Back
October 11, 2014!!!
Sheraton Hotel - Overland Park

Join us for this fun, fast-paced event and enjoy a variety of casino
games, unique live and silent auction items, tasty cocktails and a
delicious three course dinner. Get $2,000 in chips to play black jack,
plinko, craps, and more to win raffle tickets for fabulous prizes.
Every dollar raised will be used to provide a full spectrum of services
to women and children escaping abuse.
Auction Room Sponsored by
Casino Floor Sponsored by

For more information or to purchase your tickets
today visit www.rosebrooks.org/casino
Socialize with Rose Brooks Center
www.RoseBrooks.org

